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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527365. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from 

sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.

Caren Kelly
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Twin Oaks Equestrian 
Olivenhain | $6,599,000 San Marcos | $4,750,000 

Wildflower Farm is a beautiful, income-producing commercial equestrian center 
located in gated Wildflower Estates. Amenities include 5 separate barns, jumping 
& dressage arenas sporting top quality footing, Euro walker, paddocks, a small 
residence and a City-maintained recreational trail system with 30 miles of 
natural beauty. Enjoy significant income with this pride of ownership facility in 
the world’s best climate for riding, training and the coastal equestrian lifestyle.

Remarkable equestrian training facility established on 21 acres includes 5 parcels, 
2 residences, 2 barns with 45 stalls, huge outdoor arena (360’ x 180’), covered 
arena (200’ x 80’), round pens, office/lounge, prep barn with cross ties and large 
tack room, 2 grass pastures, 4 paddocks and caretaker’s housing. The hilltop 
owner’s home is 3,264 Sq Ft with 3 bedrooms and 3 full bathrooms, large master 
suite, chef’s kitchen, outdoor entertaining areas complete with a pool, spa and 
BBQ, all overlooking the equestrian operation and beautiful Twin Oaks Valley.
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE
Despite the pandemic, there were several horse shows that 
were able to take place across the country, helping to keep our 
industry alive during this dif�cult time. But along the way, the 
issue of safety in equestrian sports is also continuing to take 
center stage, and for good reason. 

It is no secret that eventing, show jumping, horse racing, and 
western sports can be dangerous. To pit a horse against a 
human is like pitting a heavyweight boxer against a �yweight. 
But theoretically, that is what we do whenever we get on. 

Hunter and jumper competitors can be a stubborn lot, and 
resistant to change. We remember the time when nobody 
wore a helmet when jumping at home or schooling at a horse 
show. It only went on when we walked into the show arena. 
And this was the kind that had no chinstrap. 

Little by little it became mandatory to wear it whenever on a 
horse at shows, and as more people became aware of head 
injuries, to have it on at home became second nature as well. 
Chinstraps were implemented, and it has now become second 
nature to wear one. 

Enter safety vests. These are no strangers to those doing 
eventing, and have been in use for quite some time. But just 
recently, those riding jumpers, and sometimes hunters as well, 
have decided to add this protective accessory to their normal 
attire. The vests are proven to protect the back and chest in 
event of a fall – and let’s be honest, if you ride for any length 
of time, this will happen. 

Serious injuries are not common, but why risk it? Getting 
stepped on is no fun, not to mention the possibility of serious 
damage. If there is something else that might add more years 
in the saddle for juniors, amateurs, and professionals alike, 
they should use it!

Nothing takes the place of learning proper basics, along with 
advanced education from great professionals. That in and of 
itself certainly adds to the safety factor. Put that together with 
innovation, and it just might add to the recipe of being able to 
stay relatively injury-free.

Here’s looking forward to a great 2021!

“SOME HORSES WILL TEST YOU, SOME WILL TEACH YOU MORE 
THAN OTHERS, AND SOME WILL BRING OUT THE BEST IN YOU”

Equestrian Co 
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Lagerlof is a newly formed law firm in California with over 25 lawyers offering services 
tailored to meet the needs of equine professionals and businesses including:

Reviewing, drafting, and negotiating equine 
contracts including leasing agreements, boarding 
agreements, and liability releases.

Representing parties in litigation arising from 
equine related disputes including fraudulent 
horse sales or leases, contract breaches, 
veterinary malpractice, and real estate disputes. 

Preparing estate plans and equine trusts to ensure 
horses are cared for if an owner becomes 
incapacitated or unexpectedly passes away. 

Advising on how to respond to and resolve 
potential litigation before the conflict escalates.

Representing parties in USEF and Safe Sport 
investigations and hearings.

Creating corporations, LLCs, and other legal 
entities to limit tax and personal liability.

Advising on prenuptial and postnuptial agree-
ments, marital separations, and divorces involving 
equine assets and businesses.

A Strategic Law Partnership of 
Primuth, Driskell & Terzian, LLP; 
Lagerlof, Senecal, Gosney & Kruse, LLP; 
and Phelps Law Group, APC

Introducing

Please contact Lagerlof’s equine law specialist, David Yoshida, Esq., at dyoshida@lagerlof.com or  
626-683-7234. You can also contact him on his Instagram legal blog @CaliHorseLawyer.

Lagerlof, LLP, 790 E. Colorado Boulevard, Suite 300, Pasadena, CA 91101-5441 www.lagerlof.com
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Melanie Brooks

-Ridden by both Melanie Brooks 
and her daughter Hannah Loly, 
and trained by Keri Potter, Asom-
bro has had success with his two 
riders. Competing in the junior 
and amateur divisions, as well as 
Grand Prix, to say he is versatile 
is an understatement. 

It was shortly after several friends 
told Melanie about Asombro and 
how great he was, that the triple 
partnership began.

“Asombro came from Enrique and Patri-
cio Pascal,” Melanie said. “We have had 
him - I think Hannah was 12 when she 
started riding him. He was meant to be 
her horse, and he is. I happen to be able 
to share him with her. He was lovely with 
her, and he brought her up through her 
�rst Grand Prix, which she did when she 
was 13. 

“She was double clear in that class. She 
had two time faults, but it was just so…it 
gives me goosebumps just talking about it. 
At that point my mom was convinced that 

Photo Credit:  Mari Gromkowski 

Melanie Brooks

he was a keeper, but until then she 
was rather concerned about Hannah, 
who at that time was kind of a peanut, 
riding this stallion. But then he did that 
and took her to the Grand Prix, so my 
mom said, ‘OK, he’s staying!’”

As Hannah progressed and was 
competing in the Young Riders and 
qualifying for Nations Cup, she 
teamed up with Ayma De La Demi 
Lune. On this mare she has gone to 
the Young Riders twice and the Na-
tions Cup once to great success. She 
also won a $100,000 Grand Prix on 
this nice gray mare. 

“Asombro is a saint, he will jump 
anything from anywhere, and do the 
big jumps,” Melanie told us. “But he 
isn’t always the most careful. So, 
laying down that clear round did not 
always happen. As Hannah was 
inching into bigger and bigger class-
es, and doing modi�ed Grand Prix, 
the question came up as to whether or 
not we kept him.”

Hannah said that they had to keep 
him, so Melanie said that she would 
sell one of her own horses if Hannah 
would share Asombro with her. That is 
exactly what happened. Melanie has 
been riding him for about three years 
now. 

“Hannah had some injuries from track 
and �eld. She was able to ride him 
bareback at home, and was able to 
get back to riding shape. So we 
shared him during that time. When 

she started showing again, we would 
each show him a little bit. But now 
she’s off to college, so he’s pretty much 
100% mine,” Melanie laughed. 

Hannah found Asombro to be quite 
easy to ride, and Melanie concurred. 

“He is the most amazing horse to ride. 
He is really fun, and he takes you to 
the jumps. He can be a little feisty. 
He’s one of those horses that will 
shake his head, but he’s a very fun 
ride, and delightful to ride on the �at. 

“He is not one of those horses where 
you get to a certain point in your 
lessons and he’s over it. Whatever you 
want to do is �ne. You can keep jump-
ing, practice the same exercise, what-
ever. He is up for it all. He comes out 
the same every day. And he’s so 
pretty, that you have to love him for 
that as well.”

While Asombro brought Hannah up 
the ranks, Melanie is more than 
happy to show in the Adult Amateur 
classes and the classics. The pair do 
well together, but he can still have a 
rail if you, as she put it, ‘Let him out of 
the box.’ 

He has a big stride, and leaving one 
out is not a dif�cult thing to do, but 
that is when he is most apt to have 
that rail down. Still, when you are 
having a great time and your horse is 
keeping you safe in the ring, it is all 
worth it. 
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“I still always come out of the ring with a smile on my face,” Melanie said. “He 
can go really fast and turn on a dime. I know it won’t always be a clean 
round, and that’s OK. And Hannah did win a lot on him, and he taught her to 
jump the big courses.”

When we spoke with Melanie, Asombro had just had colic surgery. There was 
no resection necessary, and he is expected to make a full recovery and be 
competing in the show ring soon. 

“I am really hopeful,” Melanie said, “and he still has a lot 
of fire in his belly. I am very proud of him.”

Photo Credit:  
McCool Photography

 Chablis  
 Kelly Tropin

Photo Credit:  
Ashley Neuhof
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Chablis came into the barn of 
Peter Lutz and Mary Manfredi 
when he was four years old. 
Kelly bought him two years later, 
and this will be her seventh show 
season with him. She considers 
him her horse of a lifetime. 

“I remember, I was standing next 
to Peter the �rst moment we saw 
Chablis; we were at a pre-circuit 
show. Peter saw him trot by said, 
‘I need that horse!’ He bought 
him for us as an investment 
horse, and he really did want to 
keep him in the barn. It worked 
out that it was the right time for 
me to get another horse.

“I knew how nice he was when I 
bought him, but I think in some 
ways, if I had bought him when 
he was a superstar, I would have 
been intimidated by him a bit. 
But when we started our rela-
tionship together he was still 
rather green, and we really sort 
of bonded over the years. And 
he’s also my pet,” Kelly added.

She bought him right after she 
graduated from college, so he 
has been a big part of her life 
for a long time now. The gelding 
is a German breed, a Wurttem-
berger. His sire is Camparino, 
and there are very few offspring 
by him. It appears it was a 
rather random breeding line. 
Too bad, because Chablis cer-
tainly turned out to be a special 

one who has taught Kelly many things.

“I’ve never had a horse in my life that 
was such a real winner, and I think he 
taught me to really believe in myself in a 
way that has carried over to other parts 
of my life, which is really special. There 
is something about having such an 
amazing, intelligent, kind animal as your 
partner. We have had shows where it 
feels like we are thinking together, and 
that is such a unique experience. 

“I think some of our accomplishments in 
the ring have really given me the con�-
dence in my personal life, my work life, 
and all other areas. So, he has done a 
lot for me in areas outside of riding.”

Kelly said that he is a fun horse to ride, 
and compared him to a �nely tuned 
Ferrari. He gives the rider a lot of feed-
back, for example, he doesn’t like it if 
you post at the canter, and he tells you 
that. He is also a very nice horse to do 
�at work on. He is very balanced and 
athletic.

“If we are doing cavaletti work at home, 
he can do six strides, and the next time 
he can do 10. He is a very adjustable 
and broke horse. I think he is uniquely 
broke for a hunter. He can do anything 
on the �at, and he is super responsive to 
the leg. He is just such a good horse in 
every sense.”

Chablis also jumps the cross-country 
jumps, and has ever since he was a 
green horse. Even now, Kelly will gallop 
him over the cross-country fences. 

“He’s super brave, and I think that 
comes from the fact that my trainers 
had him from the time he was four 
years old, and they gave him such 
con�dence that he really believes in 
himself. I think it’s unique for a horse 
of his carefulness and quality to be 
so brave, and I believe that Peter 
and Mary really helped him with that 
when he was a young horse by 
exposing him to different things and 
cross-training him a little bit. He’s a 
really good all-around horse in addi-
tion to being a really good show 
hunter.”

Kelly does not often do the Derbies 
with Chablis. She feels that he is such 
a good division horse and she really 
loves doing the Amateur/Owner 
division. She feels that you need to 
train the horses differently to do 
both, and that it is too much to ask of 
him in a short space of time. She 
does not want to jump him six 
rounds in one weekend. But with that 
decision has come great rewards.

“One highlight that de�nitely comes 
to mind was in 2019 in Harrisburg. 
He got a 92, a 92, a 92, and then in 
the �nal round, I said to myself, 
‘Don’t mess this up, Kelly,’ and we 
got a 94. I didn’t think that we could 
do that, and that consistency was 
really special. 

“When I was 13, I went to WEF 
(Winter Equestrian Festival) and 
watched the night class. That was 
one of the things that completely 

captured my imagine, and I wanted 
to do it so badly. And for years I 
would get so nervous for Hunter 
Week that I could never pull myself 
together. I would always ride the 
worst during Hunter Week at WEF. 

“With him I overcame that,” Kelly 
continued. “A couple of years ago 
we did the night class and I �nished 
sixth. That wasn’t a win, but it was 
such a big accomplishment for me to 
do something that I thought I would 
never achieve in my life. It was 
another special moment.”

Chablis does have his moments of 
being a bit of a monster, however. 
Kelly told us that she can’t spoil him 
at all. If she gives him treats, he then 
wants to attack people. He also 
de�nitely knows how good he is, and 
she claims he is the most arrogant 
horse she’s ever known. But he lives 
up to that arrogance whenever he 
steps into the arena.  He knows that 
he is the champion, and he demands 
respect and attention from everyone 
around him. 

“We didn’t show a lot this year 
because of the pandemic. He’s nor-
mally perfect at home, but he started 
getting wild in October. I think he 
was asking like, ‘Normally I’m going 
to Indoors now, what’s going on?’ As 
soon as the truck came for WEF he 
was spinning around in his stall and 
whinnying, and as soon as he got 
into show mode, he was a perfect 
gentleman.” 
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Evolinus   
Delaney BatterPhoto Credit:  

Sportfot

-

This great pair have been together 
just about three years now, and the 
two of them have certainly made 
sure people sit up and take notice. 
Trained by Cassio Rivetti, Delaney 
and her 12-year-old Dutch Warm-
blood gelding have been consistently 
in the ribbons.

Delaney was looking at horses and 
Evolinus happened to be one of 
them. Ilan Ferder had him at the 
time. She had never seen him show, 
but had watched a video of him. 
When she rode him however, she 
knew he was the horse for her.

“When I got him, I was 15, 
and really had no experi-
ence. I was jumping the Medium 
Juniors, and he took me around to 
the High Juniors, my �rst Grand Prix, 
my �rst show on the East coast, the 
U25 – anything I ever did, he was 
my go-to guy. He took me around 
everything and gave me so much 
con�dence.”

And that con�dence comes from the 
fact that Evolinus is a very honest 
and forgiving horse. He did move 
her up the ladder rather quickly, and 
it did not take very much time for her 
to adjust to her new partner.

“He is a big, strong horse,” Delaney 
said. “But because he is such a good 
guy, I did click with him right away. 
It was great, because of the con�-
dence he gave me, he let me move 

up pretty fast. I jumped my �rst High 
Junior Classic on him this year, Janu-
ary of Thermal. Then I started doing 
the Grand Prix. Two months after that 
he won a 3* Grand Prix, and that 
was only my third 1.45m on him. He 
just let me keep going. I bought him 
with the intention of moving up, and 
he allowed me to do that.”

That Grand Prix she mentioned that 
they won was the $25,000 Sapphire 
Tour Classic in Thermal, and they 
bested 28 other challengers. They 
were the also only ones to go clear in 
the jump-off. In November of last 
year, USHJA Zone 10 travelled from 
California to North Carolina for the 
chance to compete in the Prix des 
States Team Competition, as well as 
an Individual Competition.

This event was held at the beautiful 
Tryon International Equestrian Center 
in Mill Spring, in conjunction with the 
Pennsylvania National Horse Show. 
Delaney and Evolinus found them-
selves on the bronze medal-winning 
team!

She is competing in Wellington, FL, 
this winter, and the pair will show in 
the 1.25m and the National Grand 
Prix. She will be there until the end of 
March. 



The lovely hunter Luciano came 
from Germany. Natalie saw him 
at a horse show when she was 
living there one winter. The then 
seven-year-old was not show-
ing, but rather his owner was 

Luciano    
Natalie Rae Medlock

just riding him around. He was just her 
for fun horse. He didn’t even have shoes 
on, but Natalie tried him.

Photo Credit:  
Courtesy of
Natalie Rae Medlock

“Literally, the moment I picked up the 
trot I had a stupid smile on my face. I 
knew right then that I was in love 
with him, and it has been an amaz-
ing four years. Not only is he an 
amazing athlete and competitor, but 
he is a real sweetheart, too.”

Luciano’s personality 
really captured Natalie. 
She described him as 
being quite the character. 
But she also knew he was 
going to be a winner.

“As I said, I knew from the start how 
great he would be. I remember 
saying, ‘This one. I’m gonna win 
Derbies on this one.’ And he is so 
much fun to jump. He has no spook, 
and is like a cloud to sit on. He is so 
easy to ride and very light on his 
feet. He’s really fun in the handy 
classes as well; you can really turn 
and burn. I even had my friends’ 
little six-year-old cantering him for 
the �rst time, and jumping a cross 
pole on him.”

When he �rst came to the states, he 
began his hunter career in the 
Pre-Greens and the Adult Amateurs. 
Natalie kept him in those divisions 
for the next two years.

“He was a little bit of a dumb-blood 
at �rst, so he needed to take his time 
with everything. But once he got it, 
he was very easy and did whatever I 
asked of him.” 

Natalie and Luciano won three Na-
tional Derbies at the Desert Interna-
tional Horse Park last year. She won 
two $7,500 USHJA National Hunter 
Derbies in the Jr/Am division, post-
ing scores of 90 and 91 in the �rst 
one and 89 and 94 in the other. She 
also won a $5,000 USHJA National 
Hunter Derby in the Jr/Am division, 
and posted scores of 93 and 96 in 
that one! At the shows she is 
schooled by Hap Hansen.

“Last year he was champion at every 
show he attended, I believe. He was 
also named Horse of the Year for the 
year 2020 in the 3’3” Ama-
teur/Owner division. He likes to win, 
and he is such a ham. It was a fun 
ride, bringing him up from the 
Pre-Greens to where he �nished up. 
It was such a pleasure to get to do 
that.”

Natalie no longer owns this lovely 
horse, but he and his new partner 
are paving their own way to success. 
Selling him was a hard decision, and 
Natalie still will suffer some pangs of 
regret. But his new owner loves him 
as much as she did, and Luciano is 
in a great home.

“She sends me photos all the time of 
her laying down with him in the stall, 
or riding him around in a halter – all 
the things I loved to do with him, 
besides showing. So, she is enjoying 
him the way I did, but it is still hard 
sometimes.”



Shantonagh  
Jenny Calandra

Named after a town in Ireland, 
Shantonagh came into Jenny’s 
life six years ago. The Irish 
Sport Horse gelding had just 
�nished the seven-year-old 
Finals in Ireland when she tried 
him. 

“He was eight by the time he got 

here,” she said. “When I got him, I was 
doing the High A/Os on another horse, 
so I was jumping 1.40m, 1.45m. But 
because of his age, I started him in the 
1.30m classes so I could get to know 
him. He’s not a big horse, not quite 16 
hands, but he’s a great horse with a ton 
of heart.”

Photo Credit:  
Carol Brooks Parker Photography

Jenny Calandra

Once they got to know each other a 
bit, Jenny moved him up the ladder 
into the High A/Os and the smaller 
Grand Prix. 

“It’s funny, a lot of times the smaller 
Grand Prix fences don’t look quite as 
daunting as some of the bigger 
Jr/Am 1.45m classes,” she laughed. 
“Some of those classics at Thermal 
last year looked quite big. Right now, 
I take things as they come. He’s an 
amazing horse, and if we feel the 
time is right, I’d be happy to step 
him up to something a little bit 
higher. 

“But he is super competi-
tive and amazing at what 
he currently does, and we 
have fun at that, too. So, I 
just take it day by day. He 
has never given me a reason to say 
that he can’t do anything more, but 
he is also amazing at what he does. 
I’m happy with what we do and I 
love doing that, and sometimes you 
get to where you want a little more 
challenge, and I can take that oppor-
tunity. But at the same time, what I 
do now is challenging for me and 
he’s great at it,” Jenny said with a 
laugh.

Shantonagh, or Tony as he is known, 
is a forward horse to the jumps, and 
has a good motor. He has a funny 
little habit of crossing his hind legs 
over the top of the jump, but that 
never gets in his way. Like a lot of 

horses, he would rather jump than 
do �at work, but if really asked, he 
will do it. 

“I wouldn’t say he is lazy on the �at, 
he just gets a little bit crabby. But he 
gets over it quickly, and he actually 
does really good �at work. At shows, 
he walks into the arena gamely and 
doesn’t suck back or anything like 
that. And he is brave. I never have to 
worry about the jumps at all. We did 
the little Derby at the Oaks, and he 
was happy to go through the grob 
the �rst time.

“But he also enjoys being a horse,” 
she continued. “We go on trail also, 
and we actually send him out once a 
year for a month to just hang out in 
a pasture so he can just be a horse. I 
think it makes a difference to him; I 
think he really likes it. We usually 
sent him to a place in Hemet called 
Talley Meadows. When he comes 
back, he’s happy, relaxed, and 
ready to go back to work.”

Tony and Jenny will get that chance 
this year at Thermal. They are plan-
ning to do at least two of the shows 
at the Desert International Horse 
Park with trainer Michelle Parker.
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+1 847 345 04 04
keith.hughes@stephex.com
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Join the Stephex 
Success story.

Top athletes are all behind
the wheel of an STX.

“I chose an STX Van due to the exceptional 
reputation of the brand in Europe. I have not 
been disappointed in mydecision and my 
expectations have even been exceeded!”

“Reliability, safety, quality and style all 
summarize my STX Van. Both the sales 
process and aaercare service has been 
incredible. I can only recommend 
purchasing one!”

“If you are looking for one of the absolute 
best horse vans on the market, then look 
no further!”
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Including 2 weeks of

FEI 5*!
Including 2 weeks of

Of Competition

Join us in 2021 in Traverse City, Michigan for what is 
sure to be our biggest and best year yet featuring the 
Traverse City Spring Horse Show, The Great Lakes 
Equestrian Festival, The Traverse City Fall Horse Show, 
and The American Gold Cup! 
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To many in the show jump-
ing world, Gabriella Mizrachi 
is also known as ‘the girl that 
makes amazing bonnets’ for 
her business, equStar. She 
began showing at the age of 
seven and became a Grand 
Prix rider before she began 
her company. She also com-
peted in the Pan American 
Games for Panama in 2011.

The idea of making bonnets 
came quite by accident. “My 
groom came to the warm up 
ring with my horse wearing a 
bonnet that didn’t belong to 
me. We both thought it 
looked good although it 
didn’t match my jacket, 
saddle pad, or anything else!

 
“During my travels I visited differ-
ent tack shops, unable to �nd the 
quality and colors I was looking 
for. Never the less I then realized 
that the bonnets were crocheted 
which I had been taught to do by 
my grandmother years ago. I then 
decided to make one for myself, 
sitting in my horses’ stalls for vari-
ous days after training, crocheting 
for many hours until I found the 
right pattern for the perfect �t. By 
word of mouth, the orders started 
�owing in. It was like pulling a 
rabbit out of a hat – it was just 
perfect!”

At the time Gabriella was about to 
become a graduate in architecture 

and was torn between that as a 
full-time job or campaigning horses 
towards the Pan American Games. 
EquStar became the perfect �t to be 
able to accomplish both interests at 
the same time.

Today her bonnets are renown world-
wide for their top quality, �t and 
unique designs, and are sold in a 
handful of stores across the USA 
including California, New York and 
Florida. With the company’s growth 
over the years, Gabriella felt the need 
to make it her main focus which led to 
an equestrian hiatus. While she has 
not shown in some time, she is plan-
ning to get back into the ring in the 
near future.

All bonnets are custom made to order with four sizes to choose from: pony, 
cob, full, and oversize with the option of either stretchy or soundproof ears, in 
square, V-shape, and tie-down styles with as many color combinations as your 
imagination can allow. You may customize the bonnets further by adding 
ribbons, rhinestones, beads and cords on the trim. Personalized logos, mono-
grams, or even a short motto may also be embroidered.   

Gabriella also offers a barn partnership in which, for every 10 bonnets 
ordered, the trainer gets a free bonnet. That is just another perk she makes 
available to trainers.

I don’t just want to make
bonnets for equestrians…
I want to make the 
best bonnets out there!”
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Gabriella has used equStar as a 
vehicle to empower women of 
her region by helping single 
mothers to work from home. She 
also hopes this will keep the art of 
crocheting alive.

“The people I deal with are 
amazing! I love the interaction 
with my equStar lovers. They give 
me back so much with their beau-
tiful compliments and apprecia-
tion. I don’t just want to make 
bonnets for equestrians…I want 
to make the best bonnets out 
there!”

Her many customers would 
agree that she has met that goal. 
Check out the website at 
www.equstar.com, their 
Instagram @equstarbonnets or 
their Facebook page equStar

By Barbara Pinnella 

Unsung Heroes?  
Not to the Trainers 
They Work With!

Everyone knows who most of the hunter and jumper trainers are, since 
they are front and center at the horse shows. But what about those barn 
managers and assistant trainers who keep things running smoothly so the 
trainers can shine? Here we spotlight a few of those people, and even 
though some of the names might be familiar to some of you, you might get a 
bit of insight into their backgrounds and thoughts.
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Lisa
Baldassari

Photo Credit:  Sara Jorgensen

Over the years, Lisa Baldassari 
has worked with some of the 
best in the business; Mike 
Edrick, Linda Hough, and going 
back in the day, Larry May�eld, 
to name but a few. However, 
she has been with riding icon 
Hap Hansen since 1988. 

She was a barn rat growing up, 
and never missed a day at the 
barn. 

“I never was in a fancy barn. I 
always wanted my horse in 
grooming,” she laughed. “But I 

never had that experience. But I showed 
at a lot of levels. I started out in North-
ern California, then my parents moved 
to Virginia for �ve years, and I showed 
there. We then moved back to Northern 
California.”

When asked how she would best de�ne 
her job description to someone, she 
quipped, “What is that saying? Jack of 
all trades, master of none?” But that is 
far from the truth. She is right there to 
do whatever has to be done, and she 
does so in a well-organized and ef�cient 
manner. 

“I can braid, I can drive the horse 
trailer, I can clean the stalls, talk with 
the veterinarians and the shoers, wipe 
up tears, and be a psychologist. 
When you called the �rst time, I was 
ordering feed. At the shows I do all 
the sign-ups,” Lisa continued. “and 
organize the show schedule. 

“Five months ago, I had foot surgery, 
so I would organize the schedule 
online. I got out of the hospital and I 
organized the schedule that night. I 
also organize the braiding for the 
next day. And Hap is such a terri�c 
boss, he’s been right there with me.”

When Lisa first began 
grooming, she gave 
herself a title. 

“A Freelance Equine 
Coordinating Engineer. Or 
a Freelance Equine 
Cosmetologist, majoring 
in B.S. from the 
University of Griffith 
Park,” she said, laughing. 
“There’s a lot of B.S. in 
there!

“I drove my very old car to Indio to 
�nd a grooming job. I lived off Top 
Ramen. Then my car blew up and I 
had to �nd rides every morning, or 
sleep at the stable. I would braid at 
night and groom during the day, 
making my way. I did that for a 

long time. 

“That’s when I was a Freelance 
Equine Coordinating Engineer. I 
would work for anybody. You name 
them, I worked for them at whatever 
price they wanted to pay me. I 
�gured that some money was better 
than no money.”

The �rst year Lisa worked for Hap, 
she �gured that she was on the road 
43 weeks out of the year. 

“Granted, I went to the World Cup 
Finals, I went to Canada, I went to 
Indoors, I went to Ohio to horse 
shows there, we went to Florida, and 
the Arizona circuit. Hap really cam-
paigned that year and I did a lot of 
traveling. If it hadn’t been for Hap, I 
would never gotten to experience 
everything that I did.”

It was actually Mike Edrick who let 
Lisa have that opportunity. She had 
committed to working for Mike. Hap 
presented her with the chance to work 
with him, and take care of the Grand 
Prix horses. 

“Mike told me that if I worked for him, 
I would basically stay in California, 
but if I worked for Hap, I would be 
able to travel the world. Mike told me 
to go work for Hap and experience all 
those things that came with that job.”

When asked what the best and worst 
parts of her job were, Lisa responded 
like this.
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Maddy
Dunham

The good-riding Madison 
“Maddy” Dunham started honing 
her skills when she was seven 
years old. Her father Daniel is a 
thoroughbred race horse trainer, 
so one might think that she could 
be partial to thoroughbreds.

“I have no preference,” she told us. “As 
long as the horses do their job and jump 
well, I don’t care if they are an OTTB or a 
warm blood.”

Maddy joined up with Michelle Parker as 
a working student when she was 14, and 

“The worst part would be a 
life-threatening injury to either a 
horse or a rider,” she said. “And 
not even an injury, say a colic, 
or having to put down an old 
horse. Nobody ever wants to do 
that, and I’ve held a lot of horses 
for that. 

“As for the best, well of course, 
being in the winner’s circle. But 
there is nothing more thrilling 
then seeing your horse go as fast 

as he can and jumping great, or watching 
your hunter jumping a 10. You are just so 
proud of your horse, and your rider, and 
your barn. 

“Or if a client is having an unbelievable 
ride, or even a mediocre ride, but does 
the best that they can do. It doesn’t matter; 
they don’t have to be the winners if they 
do the best that they can do. All of those 
things make you proud, sometimes just 
seeing an improvement can be so 
rewarding.”

Photo Credit: Sportfot 

in 2018 became one of the recipients 
of the Michael Nyuis Scholarship – 
quite an honor! During her tenure with 
Parker, she became more and more 
skilled with the young horses. Eventu-
ally, Michelle put Maddy on the pay-
roll. Unfortunately, that was just about 
the time that COVID-19 hit. 

Now 20, Maddy works with Carly 
Anthony. “I have been with Carly for 
about �ve months now. Wow, time 
�ies! I have a variety of duties, as I’m 
sure every horse person understands. 
Working in the horse world does not 
just require horse skills. It requires 
many different details to keep each 
day running smoothly. 

“My daily duties include, but are not 
limited to, tidying up around the barn, 
organizing the daily schedule, picking 
up supplies, and making sure the 
horses always get the best care day in 
and day out.”

Those are just the routine chores that 
have to be done all the time. She has 
other responsibilities as well when 
working with Carly.

“When I am working directly with 
Carly, I am responsible for overseeing 
and managing her clients’ horses. 
Every day we create a schedule for 
lessons, shows, and trials. I make sure 
everyone is where they need to be so 
that the day runs smoothly.

“Since I have been with Carly, I enjoy 
the never-ending education. Working 

for someone that truly believes in me 
and pushes me out of my comfort 
zone every day is a blessing. Even 
though it is not always the easiest, I 
wouldn’t change it for the world, 
having an opportunity like this.”

But on those days where the job 
becomes hard for her, Maddy 
explained that it is all about her inner 
thoughts.

“The worst part for me 
would be accepting failure 
as a necessary learning 
opportunity to improve. 
Much like everyone, I have 
moments of self-doubt. 
That is when my job feels 
the worst. Shortly after 
that, I put my head down, 
push through, and come 
out with a stronger 
mindset.”

There is no need for Maddy to ever 
get down on herself. Carly sings her 
praises.

“Having been apart of many top 
teams and now trying to create one 
myself, I feel grateful to have the team 
that I do. Maddy is one of the hardest 
working young professionals out 
there. she is reliable, driven, and 
passionate about the horses. It’s fun 
working with a young professional 
like her.”
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Stephanie
Lovie
Underwood
Photo Credit:   Carter Milic

Photo Credit:  Frank Waters

With experience showing all over 
the East coast, Stephanie Lovie 
Underwood is certainly no 
stranger to the show ring. As a 
junior she showed every week, 
taking her schoolwork with her 
on the road. 

“I traveled all over the East coast 
to meet the horses at the shows 
wherever they were; places like 
Kentucky, Atlanta, Saugerties, 
Vermont, Ocala, and Devon. I 
was very fortunate to have 

opportunities riding for Pavel Blaho, Don 
Stewart and Mike Rosser during that time.

“Horses are absurdly costly and my par-
ents alone wouldn’t have been able to 
support my junior career, so I worked 
extremely hard grooming for my trainers 
at the time and got catch-rides on numer-
ous top hunters and equitation horses,” 
Stephanie said. “My biggest supporter 
Barnes Brooks helped facilitate getting me 
many of those rides and supported me 
throughout my junior career which con-
cluded with me ending up top 12 at 

Maclay and Medal �nals on NarcisZ 
in 2007.”

Stephanie came from a small New 
England town, New Preston, and 
oddly enough, as a child was 
obsessed with black and white cows! 
She was invited to ride a horse, 
another big animal, after all. 

“I had my �rst lesson on a chestnut 
horse named Governor when I was 
six, and the rest is history! I think I was 
eight when Barnes took me to see my 
�rst Grand Prix at Old Salem farm, 
and I was completely obsessed. I knew 
that was where I wanted to end up. 
Eventually I was traveling with Barnes 
to horse shows all over the east coast. 
I didn’t even spend holidays at home 
for all of my teen years because I was 
working at the barn just so I could 
have the opportunities to ride the 
horses I did, and I couldn’t have been 
happier!”

When Stephanie made the move to 
Los Angeles in 2011, the person she 
began working with was Tommi Clark. 
She held that job for seven years, and 
Tommi was thrilled with her work.

“Stephanie Underwood is amazing,” 
Tommi said. “She is the most reliable 
assistant, hard-working, and loves 
animals. I can’t say enough about 
her.”

“That job with Tommie was my �rst 
job assisting after turning professional. 
When she moved to North Carolina I 

stayed West and I now ride for Amy 
Hess of Avanti Equestrian and Kate 
Considine of Willow Brook Stables. I 
have been both with Amy and Kate 
for two and a half years now. I 
primarily work for Amy and then I 
help Kate out when she’s away at 
horse shows, which is usually two 
weeks out of the month.”

She regards her jobs with Amy and 
Kate as being similar to that of a 
talent manager for animals.

“It’s 24/7, 365 and my 
responsibility is to oversee 
the day-to-day affairs of 
the horses. From 
organizing their workout 
programs to checking in 
with their owners for 
lessons and then 
communicating those 
schedules between the 
owners, my bosses and 
our incredible grooms, that 
is what I do on any given 
day.”

Stephanie broke it down to a 
day-to-day schedule.

“Tuesday through Sunday I am usually 
on a horse from �rst thing in the 
morning until the afternoon. I help 
start the young horses and prep the 
amateurs or kids’ horses for their 
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lessons that week. When Amy is in 
town, I ride alongside her pretty much 
the entire day. When Amy or Kate are 
at a show, I also teach lessons, help 
with daily meds and oversee the barn 
operations, such as organizing the 
lesson and riding schedules, check in 
with the vets and farriers, and try to 
make the days run as smoothly as 
possible between all involved parties!”

As we have discussed with everyone 
here, as with any job, there are both 
perks and disappointments that come 
with them. Stephanie shared hers.

“I think the best part is simply getting 
to work with horses. Being around 
these amazing animals each and 
every day is something I am so grate-
ful for, and as far as jobs go it doesn’t 
feel so much like work. But it is physi-
cally demanding, and I hope my joints 
hold up,” she laughed. “That may be 
the worst part of the job. Most days I 
get home and just want to take a hot 
bath and lay down or ice my knees 
and I don’t consider myself that old! 

“It is also impossible to turn your brain 
off because horses always seem to 
have an accident or get sick in the 
middle of the night. So, unlike other 
jobs, it’s not like you leave the of�ce 
and can completely forget about it. My 
phone is never on silent. There will 
always be a part of me that if I get an 
after-hours text from my bosses or the 
guys at the barn, my heart sinks and I 
hope everything is OK.”

Isabel
Runge
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After �nishing up her four years at the University of Arizona and needing a 
break from academics, Isabel Runge thought she would like to spend some 
time with horses. After searching around and speaking with a few friends, she 
connected up with Nick Haness. But she always felt that the time spent would 
be a short-term.

“I knew I was going to have to learn a lot very quickly, but having been given 
the opportunity I knew I couldn’t turn it down. When I had started working, I 
thought I was only going to stay with Hunterbrook Farms for a year. One year 
turned into two, and now I’ve decided to stop putting a date on it.”

Isabel began riding in Germany 
at the age of four. Her mom gave 
in and took her to her �rst vault-
ing lesson, hoping that horses 
were just a phase. They weren’t. 
Four years later she moved to 
Alabama and rode at a barn 
which offered her many different 
disciplines to choose from. She 
started jumping, and knew that 
the hunter/jumper world was 
where she wanted to stay.

Nick is the first and 
only trainer she has 
worked with, but with 
so many duties, she 
has become 
invaluable to him. 
With regard to Isabel, 
Nick had this to say:

“Hunterbrook Farms is honored 
to have Isabel Runge as a 
member of the team and impor-
tant factor in our daily opera-
tions. She is professional, organ-

ized, classy, and just an overall joy to be 
around. Her compassionate, care, and 
love for animals and responsible demea-
nor sets her apart in another league.”

Isabel has many duties during the course 
of a day or at a show, and she enjoys 
doing them.

“My most favorite thing is the individual 
horse care. I really enjoy spending quality 
time with every single horse and taking 
care of their individual needs, because it 
gives me time to get to know them. This 
can include anything from their supple-
ments, speci�c tack, or what their favorite 
turn-outs are.

“I start my day by walking through the 
barn and taking a glance at each of the 
horses. Then, I get to doing little things 
around the barn which usually includes 
organizing. We spend most of the morn-
ing and early afternoon taking our time 
riding the horses. 

“Some days, my “job” also includes herd-
ing goats, alpacas, pigs, sheep, miniature 
horses, and a zebra back into their pen,” 

Photo Credit:  Sportfot 

Kylie Jo
Perkins

she laughed. “When we go to horse 
shows, I spend the mornings riding 
horses before I start putting together a 
schedule. If you’ve seen Nick at a 
horse show, you know he spends 
more time in the saddle than on his 
own two feet.  I make sure that when 
he gets off of one horse, the next one 
is already standing at the ring ready 
to show. Like any other assistant, I 
help set jumps, take videos, and do 
lots of clapping and whooping when 
the round went well.” 

Besides those mentioned, there are 
other parts to her job that she consid-
ers amazing.

“Since Nick does a lot of horse sales, I 
get to ride many different horses, and 
some of the exceptionally gifted ones 
have �gured out a way to stay in our 
barn. I’m very fortunate to get to ride 
so much talent. 

“As for the �ip side, it’s hard to think 
about the worst part of my job, 
because I know everything needs to 
get done. The one thing I can’t get 
around are the early morning hacks. I 
only say that because of how cold it is, 
and I’m not one to like being outside 
in the cold. Getting to watch the beau-
tiful sunrises do help a lot, though.”

The fact that she works with and 
around horses should really not come 
as a surprise for those who know 
Kylie Jo Perkins. Her aunt is Grand-
Prix rider Jenni McAllister, and the 

25-year-old rode as a junior, 
although she did admit that it proba-
bly was not as much as other young 
professionals in the sport. 
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“I have been in and out of the 
hunter/jumper show scene my 
whole life,” she told us. “My 
mom is actually who trained me 
when I was younger, and she 
trained Jenni as well. So as a 
kid I always rode, and I had 
quite a few siblings who did 
also. I had the talent, but had a 
lack of motivation. I didn’t apply 
myself that much. The family 
unit was always there, so I 
never really had to work for it 
that hard.”

When she was 18, Kylie quit 
riding for a couple of years, but 
then realized that she needed to 
get back into horses. She 
worked with some other disci-
plines, one of those being spent 
working with a cutting horse 
trainer for two years. She did 
some Western riding and did 
some quarter horses for a while. 

“I realized that jumping was 
really where my heart always 
was, and I was ready to get 
serious and take my career to 
the next level. I called Jenni and 
Steve, and they said, ‘OK, come 
on!” I’ve never left, and proba-
bly never will.”

While Kylie also trains, gives 
lessons, and shows, her best job 
description has to be of barn 
manager. There is very little that 
she does not do in any given 
day, week, or month. 

“I manage my family’s farm, 
which includes doing pretty 
much everything. That 
includes things like what the 
horses eat, how many times 
they exercise a day, and 
who exercises them and 
what kind of exercise they 
get. I also deal with the 
clients. Jenni rides the 
horses and I do everything 
else. If you want to know 
anything about the 
operation, usually they send 
you to me,” she laughed. 

Jenni concurs. “Kylie is great,” she told 
us. “Yes, she does it all, and keeps 
everything running smoothly for us. I 
can’t say enough about how much of a 
help she is.”

At the shows, when they have grooms, 
she will manage them as well. But Jenni 
and Steve really like to use working 
students, and have made it a mission to 
help young people get their foot in the 
door of this industry, and Kylie includes 
herself in that. 

“I typically manage those working 
students. I let them know what horses 
they tack, and ride, and take care of. I 
usually do the majority of the teaching 
of them too.”

While Kylie and I were speaking, she 

surrounded by a peanut farm and 
hay farms. 

“There is beautiful blue sky and 
clouds, and the sun is just beginning 
to set a bit. So, this is one of my 
very favorite parts of the job. I abso
lutely love being outdoors with these 
amazing animals, and getting to 
have such a special connection with 
them. The horses are my best 
friends, and I love to get to work 
with them and create special rela
tionships with them. 

“I also get to manage the top-level 
athletes, and I take a lot of pride in 
being able to go to the shows and 
help Jenni prepare those horses and 
see them do well. It’s a really special 
thing, to bring along young horses, 
or horses that have issues, and watch 
their transformations. I have ridden 
in some Grand Prix, and I aspire to 
be an Olympic athlete, so I’m work
ing towards that goal as well.”

There are certainly some things that 
are not very enjoyable, and there 
was one aspect that Kylie touched on.

part of my job is the social aspect. I 
work six to seven days a week, 12+ 
hours a day. I also work out every 
day. All of that makes having a 
social life pretty complicated. Horse 
people end up being friends with 
horse people, and I love that. But it’s 

was sitting on a young horse in the 
middle of a 17-acre �eld that is 
surrounded by a peanut farm and 
hay farms. 

“There is beautiful blue sky and 
clouds, and the sun is just beginning 
to set a bit. So, this is one of my 
very favorite parts of the job. I abso-
lutely love being outdoors with these 
amazing animals, and getting to 
have such a special connection with 
them. The horses are my best 
friends, and I love to get to work 
with them and create special rela-
tionships with them. 

“I also get to manage the top-level 
athletes, and I take a lot of pride in 
being able to go to the shows and 
help Jenni prepare those horses and 
see them do well. It’s a really special 
thing, to bring along young horses, 
or horses that have issues, and watch 
their transformations. I have ridden 
in some Grand Prix, and I aspire to 
be an Olympic athlete, so I’m work-
ing towards that goal as well.”

There are certainly some things that 
are not very enjoyable, and there 
was one aspect that Kylie touched on.

“I would say that the most dif�cult 
part of my job is the social aspect. I 
work six to seven days a week, 12+ 
hours a day. I also work out every 
day. All of that makes having a 
social life pretty complicated. Horse 
people end up being friends with 
horse people, and I love that. But it’s 

hard to �nd a little bit of balance 
and do different things. 

“I’m really also interested 
in nature, hiking, and a lot 
of other things,” 

Kylie continued. “Trying to �nd the 
time to do that is de�nitely tricky. It’s 
also hard to take time off for family 
functions. My family lives on the 
other side of the country, so taking 
time off is hard. The horses eat every 
day! They have to get �t for shows 
all the time. So those are things that I 
do miss.”

But the pros outweigh the cons, so 
look for Kylie to remain in the 
show jumping world for a long 
time to come. 

surrounded by a peanut farm and 
hay farms. 

“There is beautiful blue sky and 
clouds, and the sun is just beginning 
to set a bit. So, this is one of my 
very favorite parts of the job. I abso-
lutely love being outdoors with these 
amazing animals, and getting to 
have such a special connection with 
them. The horses are my best 
friends, and I love to get to work 
with them and create special rela-
tionships with them. 

“I also get to manage the top-level 
athletes, and I take a lot of pride in 
being able to go to the shows and 
help Jenni prepare those horses and 
see them do well. It’s a really special 
thing, to bring along young horses, 
or horses that have issues, and watch 
their transformations. I have ridden 
in some Grand Prix, and I aspire to 
be an Olympic athlete, so I’m work-
ing towards that goal as well.”

There are certainly some things that 
are not very enjoyable, and there 
was one aspect that Kylie touched on.

part of my job is the social aspect. I 
work six to seven days a week, 12+ 
hours a day. I also work out every 
day. All of that makes having a 
social life pretty complicated. Horse 
people end up being friends with 
horse people, and I love that. But it’s 

and do different things. 

“I’m really also interested 
in nature, hiking, and a lot 
of other things,” 

also hard to take time off for family 
functions. My family lives on the 
other side of the country, so taking 
time off is hard. The horses eat every 

all the time. So those are things that I 
do miss.”

But the pros outweigh the cons, so 
look for Kylie to remain in the 
show jumping world for a long 
time to come. 
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By Barbara Pinnella 

For Caren Kelley, 
Equestrian Real Estate and 

Horses Are the Perfect Marriage

Caren Kelley might be an 
extremely successful real estate 
agent selling equestrian 
properties, but her involvement 
with horses began a long time 
before that. 

“I’m an amateur now, and have 
been for quite a few years,” she 
told us, “but I was a professional 
until my early 30s. I’m still riding 
and own three horses. One is an 
older jumper that I’ve had since 
he was four, and he’s 23 now.
I also have two that I’ve been 
riding in the hunters with
Lori DeRosa at Newmarket”.



“I showed jumpers for 
years, and then I took 
some time off and came 
back as a little bit older 
rider. I thought —
You know, I should really 
do something more 
age-appropriate, and 
show hunters. —

And I’ve actually really 
enjoyed that, although 
part of me would 
sometimes still love to be 
back in the jumper arena.”

Caren did admit that she doesn’t 
get to show as much as she would 
like. When she started riding again 
her goal was to try to do a show a 
month. She has not met that goal, 
but so much of that is because of 
the shutdowns we have faced most 
of last year and continuing into 
this one. 

“I am thankful to have an 
amazing team, with an 
outstanding assistant 
and two other agents, 
both of whom are also 
equestrians. But when other 
team members are out, 
I can’t go to a horse show. 

We make a 24/7 commitment; that 
is the nature of real estate. When 
you sign up for it, you sign up to be 
available to take people’s calls, to 
respond, and to show property. A lot 
of people think it’s more glamorous 
than it is, but it’s a service business. 
So sometimes life gets in the way of 
horse shows, but when I do get to 
show, I really enjoy it.”  

Caren got into real estate roughly
30 years ago, but she spent her �rst 
15 years as a commercial real estate 
broker. She had great success in that 
avenue of real estate. But she began 
riding again and realized that there 
was a gap that wasn’t being served 
that well between people who were 
purely residential Realtors and all the 
horse properties.

“The horse properties have levels of 
complexity and are just different then 
selling a house. So, I started to learn 
more and really dig into it. 
I started off trying to buy one, and it 
turned out to be such a complex 
property and it exceeded my capital, 
so I then brokered it.”

“While I was a trainer, I had looked 
in West L.A. where I had a horse 
business, for every piece of vacant 
land, just trying to �nd a place to 
operate my business. So that was in 
the early 80s. Then I got the opportunity 
to ride for Sandy Aston, which was 
an amazing opportunity, so I moved 
back to San Diego to do that.” 

You have to know what tenants are 
in the market and what’s happening 
from that standpoint. So, that’s sort 
of how I approached the 
horse properties.”

“I have been fortunate to 
represent some of the 
very nicest equestrian 
properties and to have 
been referred to so many 
amazing people I might 
never have met,” she 
continued. “Our luxury 
niche and extensive 
background allows us to 
help clients with a luxury 
residence or a parcel of 
land. We need to know 
about both, to do what 
we do well. I have a true 
passion for this.”

“Some time after that, I got out of 
horses and into commercial real estate.”

It was in 2005 when Caren began to 
focus on horse properties, but that 
decision was deemed crazy by 
a lot of people. 

“I was told that it was not a big 
enough market, and that I had so 
much real estate experience, so why 
limit myself? But it has turned out to 
be a really nice market for me, 
because it was right at the time that 
starting websites and starting a 
Facebook following, and all of the 
things that now everybody takes for 
granted, were just beginning. It was 
a powerful time to be trying to work 
within a community like the 
equestrian community.”

“That’s how commercial real estate is. 
You work with not only the building 
owners and buyers and sellers, but 
you work with the tenants. 

Caren and Leonetti 
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And Caren goes above and 
beyond. If there is anyone who 
needs stalls, she tries to connect 
them with someone who has 
stalls, or if they need available 
space, she will put them in touch 
with people who might have 
that. She does not charge for 
that. Rather, she just enjoys 
helping out the horse community 
�nd all their needs. 

“Our team feels that 
there is a need in the 
market for people with 
the expertise we have, 
because it can be 
challenging to sell 
these properties. We 
all work hard and we 
try to be thorough and 
detailed. We also 
definitely market 
some luxury estates 
that may have a small 
equestrian component.”

Compass is a large real estate 
�rm that asked Caren to operate 
her team within their company. 
She happily accepted the offer. 
Compass is very technology-heavy 
and has grown exponentially in 
the last �ve years, offering a strong 
national marketing platform. 

“That’s part of why I merged my 
own company (Equestrian Real 
Estate) that I had operated for a 
lot of years, to Compass, which 
is a bigger real estate company,” 
Caren explained. “I wanted to 
make sure that we had the 
platform to get things out 
nationally in every angle of 
marketing. We are not just 
marketing to horse people, but 
sometimes we are attracting 
investors that don’t know 
anything about horses but buy 
some of these properties.” 

One of the major things that 
Caren feels sets them apart from 
other equestrian real estate �rms 
is that they have been building a 
marketing machine for more 
than 15 years. They don’t just 
touch base with agents, rather 
they reach out to veterinarians, 
to trainers and to horse owners 
all over the world who enjoy 
many different equestrian 
disciplines.  That way they get 
word-of-mouth reaching out 
about their properties. 

On more than one occasion, 
Caren has sold the same 
property several times. She is 
very excited to be marketing 
Wild�ower Farm, which is one 
of her very favorite properties. 
She added that sometimes they 
dig up properties that are not 
actually on the market, because 
there are those occasions when 
people don’t want to 
actively market. 

“We have built that with a lot of discipline over a long 
period of time. Also, we have been very fortunate to 

sell so many of these every year, and to sell, candidly, 
some of the very nicest ones in Southern California. 

We just have a network that is definitely different 
than most Realtors”.



“I think that is what really sets us apart. We are a team of four, and three of 
us are in the horse world. I did focus more on the real estate than my riding 
for some time, but I am trying to ride more. But business-wise, it’s been a 
very busy year.”

That is an understatement. Interestingly, this has been the biggest real estate 
year Caren and her company have had in 30 years, and she certainly was 
not expecting that. COVID-19 really seemed to cause a huge volume of sales. 

“I think that COVID-19 changed attitudes. There have 
been a lot of people that have said, ‘You know, I’ve 
always wanted this. Life is short, and I think I’m gonna 
do it.’ We have low interest rates to help that. We 
work San Diego and parts of Orange County and 
parts of Riverside County. Those areas are still less 
expensive, relative to the Bay Area and lots of other 
places. So, I think people are perceiving value.”

Caren is thrilled to be able to market great properties, as well as ride and 
show, albeit perhaps not get into the show ring as much as she would like. 
But still, things are not only going well for her, it appears that they will 
continue to do so. Take a look at her website to see other properties that she 
is involved with at www.equestrianre.com

DRE # 01003787
    858-350-1018

By Barbara Pinnella 

x 
xx

Global Sport Horse Stables
is a forty-acre equestrian facility nestled 
in the heart of Temecula wine country. 
The owner Gianna Sa�zadeh runs a 
show, sales, and training program on 
the facility, as well as hosts events and 
horse shows for equestrian riders. The 
facility holds three riding arenas, 65 
stalls, 25 pastures, a Eurosizer, and 
several round pens.

 While Gianna was rebuilding and 
designing the facility, she had in mind 
the health and welfare of her horses as 
well as a very speci�c program she 
wanted to run. She turned a cottage on 
the property into an area where riders 
can stay while competing their horses 
with plans for the future to build more.
Riding horses was a lifelong dream for 
Gianna. She fell in love with show 
jumping when she was nineteen 
watching the Grands Prix on the 
Burbank Equestrian Center Grass Field. 
She pursued her dream and traveled to 
Europe competing on the circuits and 
winning. After competing on the Euro 
circuit for a few years she brought her 
horses to the United States and opened 
her Stables Global 
Sport Horse. 

She believes in a program where her 
horses get �t riding the trails, working 
the cow line, and learning 
horsemanship. 
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“I don't believe in just jumping 
them every day. I think it's 
good for the horses' minds to 
do different disciplines to 
desensitize them.

“I prefer to get my horses 
really broke and 
doing it by having 
fun. We do a lot of 
flatting and grids. 
I actually ride in a 
western saddle 
just as much as I 
ride in my jumping 
saddle because I 
believe the saddle 
should not make a 
difference in the 
ride.”

Gianna joined Allen Clarke’s 
Horsemanship Unlimited team in 2019 
and has called the team home. “Allen is 
an amazing horseman.  There really isn't 
anyone else left that's like him. I have 
traveled the world and trained under 

about 40 trainers over the last 24 years and 
I learned more from Allen in a year than 
I did with all those other trainers my whole 
life. I believe it's so important to have a 
good coach. 

”A coach can make or break a rider. 
You need to have someone who believes
in you, in your horses, and who will have 

your back when you need it.
 
“I had a dream to 
make it to the top and 
I know without any 
doubt in my mind 
that with my team's 
help I am going to get 
there because my 
team is solid and 
knows my strengths 
and weaknesses. I try 

to run my own program at home 
that takes everything Allen has 
taught me.I think I feel so at home 
in his program because he 
welcomed me and gave me a 
real shot when no one else 
would. He saw value 

in me and took all the broken 
pieces of me and turned them 
into a strong foundation. I guess 
you can say I accept him as much 
as he accepts me.

“I have an amazing string of 
horses right now. The veteran of 
the group is my mare 
Condoleezza. 

”She is an incredible horse; a 
very feisty mare with a lot of 
blood. She is careful around the 
jumps and doesn’t want to touch 
anything. I love her because she 
keeps me safe and has my back 
in the ring. I've never seen a mare 
fight for the win as much as this 
one does. That being said, you 
have to accept her for her quirks! 
She is not everyone's ride.

“My new Horse Coalni GSH 
(Oliver), a twelve-year-old 
gelding who is everyone's dream 
ride. He was imported to the 
states and was doing the hunters 
and equitation. 

”I noticed him when he came to 
my stables as a sales horse and 
fell in love with him.

“You could tell right off the bat he 
had a heart of gold. He was goofy, 
happy minded and would jump 
pretty much anything from any 
distance. 

“He's a big horse and needed 
work on becoming lighter so

I could turn him and move
him forward. He was stuck in 
hunter mode so I took him up the 
trails and we galloped. 

”I taught him the cluck means
go forward. We worked the cow 
line at Allen’s and did pirouettes 
to teach him to turn and to sit 
back on his hind a bit. We have 
competed up to the 1.40, and my 
hope is to get up to the 1.50 with 
him.

“I know he has it in him and we 
will see what this year brings for 
us. We are leaving for the Ocala 
World Equestrian Center In
a few weeks.”

Global Sport Horse is open to 
accepting sale horses and riders 
that want to join 
the team.

 “I'll give any rider a shot and will 
give them my best effort as long 
as they try and have a dream 
they want to follow.

“Our program is great because 
we also get to include our home 
shows and clinics with top riders. 
We encourage our riders to take 
advantage of the events on the 
facility. I accept sale horses that 
are reasonably priced and that 
are good minded. I try to find them 
their perfect match.”
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By Barbara Pinnella 

A Look Back at Some 
Grand Prix Greats

Once again, we reverse the clock and look at some of these 
special Grand Prix horses from back in time. Some of them have put 
a lot of babies on the ground that are also very talented. We hope 
you enjoy remembering just a very few of these great horses. 



Baloubet du Rouet – Selle Français
By Galoubet A out of Mesange du Rouet Brazil

Photo Credit:  Frank Waters

Both the sire and dam of Baloubet du 
Rouet were stars in their own right. 
Galoubet A, with French rider 
Gilles-Bertran de Ballanda aboard, 
was on the French gold medal-win-
ning team at the 1982 Show Jump-
ing World Championships, held in 
Dublin, Ireland. He also won 19 
Grand Prix along the way.

His dam, Mesange du 
Rouet, won a total of 13 
competitions out of the 
25 she went in, in her four 
and five-year-old years. 

But that was not the only advantage 
that Baloubet had. There was also 
the bene�t of being ridden by two 
talents from the same family. The 
great Nelson Pessoa held the reins in 
the stallions’ early career, and the 
pair were quite successful. Nelson 
was careful to bring the young horse 
along slowly, competing on the 
French stallion circuit for Young 
Horses. They won the 
7-year-old stallion test in 
Fontainebleau in 1997, 
and from there, the pair 
stepped into the interna-
tional ring.

Shortly thereafter, Nelson decided to 
turn the ride over to his son Rodrigo. 
It took only a year for Rodrigo and 
Baloubet to become a force to be 
reckoned with. The duo won four 
major competitions their �rst true 
year together. In 1998, 1999, and 
2000 they won three World Cup 
Finals in a row, and came close to 
winning yet again in 2001, �nishing 
second. They were third in their last 
World Cup Final in 2003.

In 2000, the two were on the bronze 
medal-winning team at the Olympic 
Games held in Sydney, Australia. 
But the two were not �nished. Con-
tinuing on in 2003 and 2004, 
Baloubet and Rodrigo won many 
Grand Prix in very strong company 
both in Europe and in Canada. 

Also in 2004, they won the Individu-
al gold medal at the next Olympics 
that were held in Athens, Greece. 
(They were originally to receive the 
silver, but Cian O’Conner and Wa-
terford Crystal were ultimately dis-
quali�ed.) To top off that year, 
Baloubet was elected Best Horse in 
the World. 

This horse had all of the 
qualities one would want 
in an International horse. 
He was fast, powerful, 
and athletic, not to mention 
consistent. When his time in the 
show ring came to an end, he was a 
proli�c stallion whose progeny 
followed suit, and Baloubet was a 
sought-after stallion until he retired 
from the breeding shed in 2010, 
four years after he was retired from 
competition. 

He was the number one 
sire of jumping horses on 
the World Breeding For 
Sport Horses standings 
for 2012 and was 
licensed in the studbooks 
of the Selle Français, 
Belgian Warmblood, 
Holsteiner, and 
Hanoverian. 



59THE Equestrian Catalog 

Photo Credit: Rodney Jenkins

Idle Dice – Thoroughbred
By Hay Hook out of DK Dor United States

Oklahoma-bred Idle Dice had an 
unimpressive career on the track. 
Racing under his registered name of 
Jonlyle, his best �nish was fourth. It 
was not that he could not run, but 
that he would rather look into the 
stands then run to the wire. 

Daniel Lenehan ended up with the 
horse, and in 1968 when Jonlyle 
was six years old, he caught the eye 
of rider/trainer Bernie Traurig. He 
purchased him on the spot. Bernie’s 

dad renamed him Idle Dice, and 
“Ike” as he became known, and 
Bernie were quickly successful in the 
hunter division.

After some persuasion, Rodney 
Jenkins agreed to look at Ike, sat on 
him one time and, much like Bernie 
had done, bought him then and 
there. While other very successful 
riders showed Ike, the real magic 
happened when Jenkins stepped into 
the irons. 

To cite all of the accomplishments these two acquired 
would take pages, but some of the biggest highlights are 
as follows – Ike was the �rst horse to be inducted into the 
Show Jumping Hall of Fame; he won more than 
$400,000, which would be roughly $1,700,000 today; 
he won a total of 31 Grand Prix, three of those coming in 
his last year of showing at the age of 21, and was also 
named a “champion jumper” by the FEI that same year; 
he was the only horse to win the President’s Cup at the 
Washington International Horse Show twice and in 
back-to-back years to boot, 1970 and 1971;  he won the 
American Gold Cup three times and three years in a 
row, 1973-1975; he represented the U.S. Equestrian 
Team �ve years, which included the World Champion-
ships in Europe in 1974; and was the 1977 Grand Prix 
Horse of the Year.

At the age of 21, Idle Dice was formally retired at the 
American Gold Cup in 1986. Ike was a winner from the 
start of his show career, and in any type of class. He won 
Grand Prix, speed classes, and Puissance classes, some-
times all three at the same show. Partnered with Jenkins, 
the pair are still considered by many to be the most dom-
inating duo in show jumping history.

“He was such a big, powerful horse that 
when you got on him you felt in awe of 
him,” Rodney said. “And he was very 
sensitive for a 17.2 hand horse. The 
agility for his size is what made him 
amazing. The power that he had, mixed 
with the sensitivity, made him is 
immeasurable.”
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Ratina Z – Hanoverian 
By Ramiro Z out of Argentina Z 

Netherlands/      Germany

Ratina Z was bred in Belgium by 
Leon Melchior at Stal Zangersheide. 
This wonderful mare was a bit 
unique, as she was extremely suc-
cessful with two riders. Piet Raijmak-
ers began riding the mare in Janu-
ary of 1991, and within a very short 
time helped Team Netherlands to a 
gold medal in the FEI European 
Championships. 

The next year the pair proved their 
prior victory was not a �uke, as they 
were once again a part of the gold 
medal-winning team, this time at the 
Olympics in Barcelona, as well as 
grabbing the Individual silver medal. 

Right after those Olympic Games, 
the man that took that Individual 
gold, Germany’s Ludger Beerbaum, 
found himself losing his winning 
partner Classic Touch. But ironically, 
he was gaining the opportunity to be 
paired up with the now great Ratina 
Z. That next year, 1993, Beerbaum 
and Ratina won the FEI Jumping 
World Cup Final that were held in 
Gothenburg. In 1994 the mare 
found herself contributing to another 
Team gold, this time at the FEI World 
Equestrian Games. She didn’t stop 
there, as she again led the German 

team to the gold at the Atlanta 
Olympics.

We all know that things rarely go as 
planned, and sadly for Germany, 
Ratina came up lame and was 
unable to compete for the Individual 
medal in Atlanta even though she 
had quali�ed to do so. She returned 
to competition with a vengeance 
however, winning both the Individual 
and Team gold at the FEI European 
Championships in 1997. She com-
peted in her last event at the age of 
17 in the 1999 FEI Jumping World 
Cup Final. She and Ludger �nished 
sixth, and Ratina was retired later in 
the year. 

Ratina Z was also successful in the 
breeding shed, and several of her 
offspring went on to become show 
jumpers themselves. And to take it a 
step further, Studfarm Zangersheide 
felt so strongly about her bloodlines 
that they decided to clone her. 

Described by her riders as being 
headstrong and a dif�cult ride, they 
also both recognized her amazing 
talent. Both Raijmakers and Beer-
baum were able to channel her gift 
and allow her to be the champion 
she was.



Calypso – DWB
By Lucky Boy United States

Photo Credit:  Frank Waters

Calypso, or “Lyps” as he was affec-
tionally known, proved that good 
things really do come in small pack-
ages. Standing a mere 16 hands, ½ 
inch, he was the little engine that 
could. During his entire show career, 
his only rider had been Melanie 

Smith-Taylor, and what a team they 
were. A huge victory came in 1979 
when he was only six years old, and 
not just in any Grand Prix, but the 
very dif�cult American Jumping 
Derby in Newport, Rhode Island. 

They never looked 
back after that. 
The following year 
they were second 
in the World Cup 
Final in Baltimore, 
Maryland, and 
were selected to 
represent the 
United States in 
the Olympics that 
were to be help in 
Moscow, Russia. 
Due to the 
boycott however, 
their trip never 
materialized.

Instead, the United States Equestrian 
Federation decided on a European 
tour. Melanie and her diminutive 
partner won the Grand Prix of Paris 
and the Horse and Hound cup in 
Wembley, England. They also helped 
their team to win the Nations Cup in 
Dublin, Ireland. The �nal stop was in 
Rotterdam, Holland, where an ‘alter-
nate’ Olympics were held. The pair 
won the Individual bronze medal at 
that event. 

1982 was a big one for this pair, as 
they were able to capture the Triple 

Crown of Show Jumping.  They won 
the American Invitational, the Inter-
national Show Jumping Derby, and 
the American Gold Cup, followed up 
in 1983 by leading their team to a 
victory in the Nations Cup in Cal-
gary, Canada. They also were third 
in the World Cup that same year.

The dream of competing in the 
Olympics came to fruition in 1984 
on home soil in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia. Calypso showed his competitive 
nature, and as the anchor, put in a 
clear �rst round. In the second 
round, their teammates, Conrad 
Homfeld and Abdullah, Joe Fargis 
on Touch of Class, and Leslie 
Howard on Albany cinched the gold 
medal, and Calypso did not have to 
jump in that �nal round. This team 
victory was of greater importance, 
as it was the �rst time that the United 
States had won a team gold!

His �nal huge victories came in 
1984 and 1985, when he captured 
the $150,000, followed up the next 
year by the then-record $200,000 
Grand Prix in Culpepper, Virginia. 
He was retired in 1998 and lived out 
his days with Melanie on her Tennes-
see farm. Lyps was almost 30 when 
he passed away. His �nal honor 
came in 2001, when Calypso was 
inducted into the Show Jumping Hall 
of Fame.



Shutter�y – Hanoverian
By Silvio 1 out of Famm Germany

Under the expert guidance of Mere-
dith Michaels-Beerbaum, Shutter�y, 
originally named Struwwelpeter, 
became in international star. But this 
fast and careful little horse had a 
quirky and extremely sensitive side to 
him. He was only secure inside the 
arena, but could easily melt when 
not in his happy place. Meredith 
knew just how to handle him, and 
the more he trusted her, the brighter 
his star shined. Purchased in 1999, it 
was in 2002 when he slowly began 
his winning streak in the big classes, 
and it never mattered the terrain; 
grass or sand arenas, large or small 

arenas, indoors or indoors, the pair 
excelled. 

But Shutter�y’s transformation did 
not happen overnight. It took more 
years for him to completely trust and 
believe in his partner. The slightest 
thing could startle him, be it visual or 
a sound, things that most horses 
would never even notice. There were 
times when he would get so upset in 
the warm-up ring that he would 
refuse to jump anything. This gener-
ally happened when the warm-up 
ring was small and crowded. 
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And that was exactly what occurred 
in 2005 at the FEI World Cup Jump-
ing Final, held in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Before the last round, Shut-
ter�y had a complete meltdown, 
jumping only a couple of fences 
before refusing to jump any more. 
Luckily for him, Meredith was in tune 
to her equine companion, and she 
realized that nothing would be 
gained by trying to force him. They 
walked into the arena cold, jumped 
that 1.60m course clean, and won 
those Finals.

There was one other incident that 
took place in 2006 at the FEI World 
Cup Equestrian Games in Aachen, 
Germany. Back then, the top four 
had to change horses, so each rider 
rode their horse and the three 
others. Of course, that necessitated 
saddle changes, as well as a lot of 
strange people Shutter�y didn’t 
know. There was understandably a 
lot of energy and commotion, and 
the horses and riders were seques-
tered in a small area. With each 
tack change, Shutter�y became more 
and more agitated.

Once the new rider was �nally on, 
he went in the ring and tried to do 
his job, but with each strange rider 
his brain was leaving his body more 
and more. Meredith admitted that 
she couldn’t even watch him, she 
was so upset at what he was going 
through. She vowed that she would 
never put him in that position again. 
In 2010 she was asked to compete 

in the Alltech FEI World Equestrian 
Games. She declined, keeping the 
promise she had made to her horse. 

Whenever he had a setback like 
that, he did not quickly forgive and 
forget. Meredith would have to back 
up and start over, getting him to trust 
and believe again. Meredith’s faith 
in him never wavered however, and 
eventually all of her patience and 
knowledge paid off. His big wins 
include; 
2002 – Grand Prix of Hickstead, 
Euroclassics in Bremen, and Grand 
Prix of Palm Beach
2005, 2008, and 2009 – FEI World 
Cup Final
2004 and 2006 – won the Top Ten 
Final in Geneva, and double bronze 
medal winner in the 2006 FEI World 
Equestrian Games
2011 – winner of the Warsteiner 
Prize in Aachen.

It was after that last victory in 
Aachen that Meredith made the 
decision to retire Shutter�y. She felt 
he deserved to go out with a victory, 
and skipped the Rolex Grand Prix of 
Aachen. But right after that class 
ended, and in front of more than 
40,000 spectators, Meredith and 
Shutter�y trotted into the ring for the 
last time to thunderous applause. On 
the Jumbotron, highlights of their 
career were shown.

Meredith refers to 
Shutterfly as her horse
of a lifetime.



Touch of Class – Thoroughbred 
By Yankee Lad out of Kluwall United States

Originally registered by the Jockey 
Club as Stillaspill, this bay mare was 
supposed to succeed on the 
racetrack. While she did run a bit, 
after six starts without hitting the 
board, it was pretty obvious that the 
track could not be considered her 
chosen profession. 

Renamed Touch of Class, or “Kitty” 
around the barn, she was a 
�ne-boned, tiny girl, and hot to boot. 
She had a habit of cross-cantering 

around the arena, even changing 
leads to cross-canter the other 
direction! It took some time to �nd 
someone interested in giving her that 
new career as a show jumper. Enter 
Joe Fargis. She was an 
eight-year-old when the pair �rst 
stepped into the Grand Prix ring, 
and instantly began winning. The 
bay mare was immediately living up 
to her name.

In 1982 Touch of Class quali�ed for 
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the United States Equestrian Team’s World Championships in 
Dublin, Ireland. During that year Joe was injured, and Conrad 
Homfeld took over the reins. The pair won the Grand Prix at 
Southampton, and �nished fourth in the 1983 World Cup Finals 
in Vienna. (Joe was ready to ride in those Finals, but let Conrad 
compete with Kitty there, since he was the one who got her 
quali�ed.) Fargis was back in the tack later that year, and the 
mare continued to shine. They were part of the winning Nations 
Cup team that won in both Rome and Calgary that year.

The next year, 1984, they won the Grand Prix of Tampa. They 
then headed to the Olympic Games in Los Angeles. To say they 
were great in those Games would be an understatement. They 
posted the �rst double-clear rounds in Olympic history, and were 
nicknamed “The Dream Team”. 

Touch of Class cleared an amazing 90 out of 91 jumps, and won 
both the Individual and Team gold medals. With those 
outstanding performances, the spicy little mare became the �rst 
non-human to be named the United States Olympic Committee’s 
Female Equestrian Athlete of the Year.

Both that year and the following one, they topped the East Coast 
World Cup U.S. League standings. Following that, Kitty was 
shown lightly until a pulled check ligament in 1988 took her out 
of competition for good. 

Her �nal resume was a good one; those two Olympic gold 
medals, six major Grand Prix wins, while coming in second or 
third in another 14. She was on six medal-winning national 
teams. Once retired from the arena, she proved to be a successful 
brood mare. In 2000 she was inducted to the Show Jumping Hall 
of Fame.

Like Calypso before her, Touch of Class 
proved once again that you do not have to be 
big in stature to be a star. You have to be big 
in attitude, confidence, and talent, and get 
lucky enough find that person to help bring it 
all together.



For Pleasure – Hanoverian 
By Furioso out of Gigantin Germany

Photo Credit:  Frank Waters

Much like some of the other horses 
mentioned here, For Pleasure came 
from great lines and was bred to be 
a show jumper. What is a bit unusu-
al is that he didn’t retire from the 
show ring until he was 20! This 
lovely stallion had the bene�t of 
being paired with two outstanding 
riders, Lars Nieberg and Marcus 
Ehning, both competing for Germa-
ny. 

Nieberg and For Pleasure 
began their international 
career together in 1994. 
The pair won gold at the 
International 
Championships three 
times. They then won the 
gold medal at the Atlanta 
Olympic Games in 1996. 

In 1999, Ehning began riding For 
Pleasure, and they had almost imme-
diate success. A mere seven months 
after the pairing began, they won 
the Team gold at the European 
Championships, and Ehning and For 
Pleasure were �fth in the Individual. 
At the Olympic Games in Sydney, 
Australia in 2000, they were on the 
gold medal-winning German team, 
and were fourth in the individual. 

Between both Nieberg and Ehning, 
the chestnut won 75 S-level (ad-
vanced) competitions. In the last 
eight years of his show career, For 
Pleasure helped his German team to 

four championships, and also won 
team gold four times. 

At the age of 18, Ehning and For 
Pleasure won their last Grand Prix at 
the World Cup in Leipzig, Germany 
in 2004. Marcus noted that the 
course was quite big, the largest that 
he had ever jumped the horse in 
indoor competition. Obviously, it 
made no difference to the talented 
stallion. 

He competed a bit more, but in 
2005 injured his tendon. While it 
healed up quite well, the decision 
was made that For Pleasure would 
retire from show jumping. But his 
many fans got to see him one last 
time at Aachen in 2006, as they had 
an emotional retirement ceremony 
for him. During his career, he had 
amassed a whopping 1.8 million 
Euros – the equivalent to roughly 
$2,194,797!

For Pleasure has sired enumerable 
show jumpers. It stands to reason 
that with so many of his offspring on 
the ground that he might meet up 
with some, and that has happened. 
He has competed in the Grand Prix 
against the stallion For Keeps, and 
the mare, Farina. They met up in the 
Grand Prix of Wiesbaden, 2005.
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Abdullah – Trakehner
By Donauwind out of Abiza United States

Abdullah was another horse who 
was originally supposed to have a 
job other than Grand Prix competi-
tion, and he was accomplished at 
different things. Purchased as a 
three-year-old by Sue and Terry 
Williams to be an event prospect, he 
had success in both the dressage 
arena including up to third level, as 
well as eventing. 

He was so successful in eventing, that 
he was awarded the American 
Trakehner Association Trakehner 

Forderverein Award (ATA) in 1976 
and 1977. This is given annually to 
the ATA-registered purebred Trakeh-
ner who has the most success in 
combined training.

His �rst rider in the jumper classes 
was Debbie Stephens, and she 
slowly brought him up the ranks. She 
had the ride from 1980 through 
1982 with good placings and wins, 
and in 1983 his rider became 
Conrad Homfeld.

As if it was hard to miss the almost-white stallion, Abdullah and 
Conrad really made people sit up and take notice at the 1984 
Olympic Games in Los Angeles. There, they won team gold and 
individual silver (beaten out by teammate Fargis and Touch of 
Class). Those successes started the �rst of three huge victories in as 
many years for the pair of Conrad and Abdullah.

In 1985 they �nished �rst in the FEI World Cup Final held in Berlin. 
The next year the pair helped the United States to another Team 
gold medal, this time at the World Championships in Aachen. They 
were the anchor for the team. Abdullah, who was at this time 15 
years of age, also jumped Homfeld to yet another Individual silver 
medal. The grey stallion was also named Leading Horse of the 
competition. 

But the big grey horse did not only excel in the show ring, he was a 
very successful breeding stallion as well. He was approved in 11 
studbooks, and his progeny have had seven USEF Horses of the 
Year in both hunters and jumpers, with his offspring winning in the 
International Jumper and Hunter Futurity classes.  

Abdullah passed away due to complications following colic surgery 
at the age of 29.

He was the best horse in the 1986 World 
Championships in Aachen, and was honored by 
the Chronicle of the Horse as one of the top 50 
horses of the 20th century. He also won the 
ATA’s Palmenblute Award five times. After 
that fifth win, the trophy was retired in his 
honor and replaced with a new one. In 2008 
Abdullah was inducted into the Show Jumping 
Hall of Fame. 
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Catanese & Wells, A Law Corporation provides a quarterly newsletter 
to the equine industry of an concerning legal, tax and business issues 
for participants in the horse business or sport. www.cataneselaw.com.

In this issue of the Equine Legal Summary, we will address common 
issues and important steps to take in the purchase of a horse. Even 
though the law requires disclosure of material facts which could affect 
a buyer’s decision to acquire a horse, most sellers of horses attempt to 
limit any disclosure to the buyer of past medical history, past training 
history (behavioral history) and past competition history (if any). Many 
times, a seller and the agent of the seller know that past history, even if 
neutral, can in�uence what a buyer is willing to pay to acquire a horse 
or pony. 

In equine disputes between a seller and a buyer the seller will usually 
claim that the buyer knew or should have known of the material facts 
related to the sale of the horse or pony. When a horse or pony is 
acquired it is normal practice for the buyer to have the animal 
examined by a licensed veterinarian prior to both completing the sale 
and the payment of the purchase price to the seller.  

In most disputes, the seller will claim that the veterinary pre-purchase 
examination is the controlling event and if the veterinarian passed the 
horse or pony for sale then the animal was suitable for purchase. And, 
sellers usually argue that on-line records with the United States 
Equestrian Federation, or like administrative bodies, also disclose 
material information to the buyer that could easily have been reviewed 

EQUINE LEGAL SUMMARY FALL 2020

BUYER BEWARE
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Whether the buyer is an experienced horse person 
or new to the horse industry, it always makes good 

sense to have an experienced team advising a buyer 
– a trainer, a veterinarian and the equine lawyer.

by the buyer if the buyer had made the effort to investigate the past 
history of the horse or pony. So, what is a buyer to do to protect their 
rights when purchasing a horse or pony?

First, before signing any contract for the purchase of a horse or pony 
the buyer should investigate the history and background of the animal. 
This includes locating and reviewing any on-line videos of the animal 
in competition, contacting any veterinarians that treated or examined 
the animal in the past (including a review of any veterinary records), 
reviewing all on-line competition records to determine if there are any 
irregularities in the show record of the animal, and asking the seller 
directly if there are any negative material facts about the horse or 
pony. (Such an inquiry should be in writing – like email – and the 
requested response should be in email so the record is clear if there is 
a later dispute). 

Second, before signing any contract and before the purchase price is 
paid to the seller, if the buyer arranges for a pre-purchase examination 
be sure that the examining veterinarian is spoken to directly. That 
means that the buyer communicates with the veterinarian to express 
clearly what the buyer wants in the examination. Most veterinarians 
when they issue a pre-purchase examination opine only on what they 
see in the horse or pony on the day of the examination and nothing 
more. They will not look at prior veterinary records unless they are 
requested to do so by the buyer and the records are available for them 
to review at or before the time of the pre-purchase examination. It is 
also very important that the buyer demand that the veterinarian who 
performs the pre-purchase examination contact and interview the seller 
or the seller’s agent to obtain material disclosures related to the prior 
health history of the animal. (Such an inquiry is fairly standard in a 
pre-purchase examination of a horse or pony.)

Third, retain an experienced equine lawyer to review the proposed 
equine sale contract. The seller usually will present to the buyer a 
“form” contract with “AS IS” language containing no express 
warranties as to the health or �tness of the horse or pony and express 
disclaimers of any “implied warranties” of �tness for an intended 
purpose or merchantability. In short, most equine sale contracts are 
designed to eliminate any promise or representation by the seller to the 
buyer as to the health or �tness of the animal. In high priced equine 
sales, the equine lawyer should be able to obtain concessions from the 
seller in the form of actual representations about the past health history 
and current health history of the horse or pony. 

Further, in high priced equine sales involving competition animals, 
likewise the equine lawyer should be able to obtain promises in the 



sales contract from the seller 
to the buyer af�rming the 
past competition history of 
the animal and its suitability 
for the intended purpose – 
i.e., hunter jumper. In lower 
priced sales transactions of 
horses or ponies it may be 
more dif�cult to obtain these 
concessions from the seller 
since the seller will advise 
the buyer to do their own 
due diligence before 
purchasing the animal. 

In conclusion, the more 
information a buyer obtains 
before the purchase of a 
horse or pony the better. 
Whether the buyer is an 
experienced horse person 
or new to the horse 
industry, it always makes 
good sense to have an 
experienced team advising 
a buyer – a trainer, a 
veterinarian and the equine 
lawyer. As the saying goes 
“an ounce of prevention is 
better than a pound of 
cure.”  Ample information 
when combined with good 
advice should result in a 
better purchase outcome for 
any equine buyer. 

For further questions regarding equine purchase 
agreements or other equine legal matters, feel free to 
contact us at info@cataneselaw.com or (818) 707-0407

By Barbara Pinnella 

2021 looks bright for 
Blenheim EquiSports

Robert Ridland, president of 
Blenheim EquiSports, discussed 
several exciting new or 
continuing events slated for 
2021. First on the list is the 
Interactive Mortgage High 
Performance Jumper Series, 
which will feature two $75,000 
1.50 m Grand Prix in the spring 
and one $100,000 1.50 m 
Grand Prix in the fall. These 
Grand Prix events will use the 
Rolex USEF Show Jumping 
Ranking List to determine order 
of go in reverse seeded order.

McCool Photography
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“The sponsorship of 
Interactive Mortgage is a 
result of Gregg and 
Evette DeLong’s 
long-time passion for the 
sport,” Ridland told us.

“Their intention with this 
series is to create an 
added emphasis 
throughout the year to 
the higher Grand Prix 
standard; a real 1.50 m 
course, not one that that 
is listed at 1.50 m but is 
barely 1.45 m. Obviously, 
the tougher the 
standard, the fewer you 
have that are capable of 
competing at that level.” 

Blenheim takes pride in the fact that 
they have always been very insistent 
that what is written in the prize list is 
exactly how the course will be set.

“Throughout the years we 
have had some of the 
best course designers in 
the world, whether it be 
Guilherme (Jorge), or 
Leopoldo (Palacios) or 
Anthony (D’Ambrosio). 
That is the standard that 
the riders expect, and we 
have always done that. 
There have not been 
many 1.50 m Grand Prix 
on the West Coast on a 
regular basis, and we 
intend to change that. 

McCool Photography

Riders will have the ability to enter 
by the tour at a discounted package 
price.  This spring the highlight of 
Blenheim Spring Classic 2 will be 
the $100,000 1.50 m Gold Tour 
Grand Prix.  Closing out the year is 
the 1.60 m World Cup Quali�er, 
CSIW-4*, held at the South Point 
in Las Vegas.

When �rst entering the Rancho 
Mission Viejo Riding Park, the main 
thing that exhibitors will notice this 
year is what Ridland, and riders, 
believe is the most important, the 
footing. Ridland stated, 
“The Riding Park is 
unusual in that jumpers 
primarily jump on grass. 
It’s something that we 
believe in very strongly, 
as do top veterinarians 
and riders around the 
world. For jumpers, the 
best footing is GOOD 
grass. Ours is Santa Ana 
Bermuda. If you go to 
Spruce Meadows, 
Aachen, and all of the 
Nations Cup venues in 
the world, they jump on 
grass. That being said, 
you can’t overuse it like 
you can with artificial 
sand footing.

In addition, with the three 
Grand Prix events that 
Interactive Mortgage are 
sponsoring, Gregg 
insisted that the entry 
fees would be much, 
much lower than a 
standard 1.50 m Grand 
Prix. So those two 
aspects are reflected in 
their wishes, and we 
obviously applaud that, 
because we believe in 
that as well,” noted Ridland.  

Interactive Mortgage also sponsors 
the new “Ticket to Ride” Adult 
Jumper Series featuring seven 
$2,500 Adult Jumper Classics held 
throughout the outdoor season 
culminating in the fall with a 
$20,000 1.15 m Adult Jumper 
Classic. There will be total prize 
money of $37,500. 
“Gregg and Evette are 
really covering both ends 
of the spectrum with 
their sponsorship this 
year, which is tremendous,” 
praised Ridland.

Also new to the calendar is the 
Blenheim EquiSports West Coast 
Jumping Tours which will feature 
bronze, silver, and gold tours held 
during select horse shows from 
March thru September.  
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 While we lost the 
majority of our shows 
due to COVID-19, there 
were some positives that 
came from it. One of 
those was that soccer 
was also cancelled. When 
soccer is going, we don’t 
have time to reinvigorate 
the field afterwards.”
 
“The type of grass we 
have goes dormant in 
our climate basically 
mid-December through 
the end of February. So, 
whatever you do to the 
field does nothing until 
the grass comes out of 
its dormancy. This year 
however, we were able 
to get the aerating going 
three days after the last 
horse jumped on it in 
mid-September. When 
we finished with all the 
work on the grass it was 
still in the growing season, 
it was still warm enough 
for the roots to expand. 
We haven’t been able
to do that in 20 years.”

Also, because of having to add 
shows within a tight time frame, a lot 
of horses had to jump on that grass. 
Ridland really sang the praises of 
show manager Stephanie Lightner, 
as it was she who came up with the 
idea of rotating �eld schedules on 
the grass they had not previously 
used. It worked out well. Robert said 
that primarily due to short notice, the 
plan of rotation had not really been 
perfected, and the grass did get a 
little bit hard. But they now know 
how to do that the right way, with no 
grass being overused.  

In 2020 there was obviously no 
show in Las Vegas, but the 2019 
event, which held the USHJA 
National Championships as well as 
the World Cup Quali�er was a huge 
success, and there is no reason to 
expect anything less in 2021.

“This upcoming year,” 
expressed Ridland, “The facility 
at South Point has been 
improved and expanded. 
There is an additional 
covered ring that will give 
us a lot more flexibility 
with the offerings.”

“In 2019 the World Cup 
Qualifier was a 3* event, 
but this year it has gone 
to a 4* World Cup Qualifier 
for the 2022 Finals, and 

one of only eight in North 
America. That’s a big deal! 
The FEI, and the sponsors, 
reduced the number of 
World Cup Qualifiers 
around the country.

 “The sponsors wanted 
each Qualifier to be 
special, so they reduced 
the number based on a 
list of parameters, and 
we were honored to be 
one of them. 

“Also, every one of those 
is going to be even more 
important to the riders 
for qualifying for the 
Finals in 2022. So, basically 
the best riders in the 
country are going to be 
here, because every 
event is more important 
for qualifying than it was 
before. Vegas will be a big 
deal again next year.”

Hunters will not be ignored at 
Blenheim either. The United States 
Hunter Jumper Association has 
awarded Blenheim EquiSports
the contract to host the inaugural 

USHJA National Hunter Derby 
Southwest Regional Championships 
in June. 

Several National Hunter Derbies have 
been added to the spring & summer 
calendar with enhanced prize money. 

Blenheim Spring Classic 4 & Showpark 
Summer Festival will feature a $15,000 
Professional section and a $10,000 
Junior/Amateur section, and after the 
�nal National Hunter Derby is held 
during the fall circuit, awards will be 
presented to the Leading Professional, 
Leading Amateur, and Leading
Junior Rider. 

There are also International Hunter 
Derbies and a Summer Spectacular on 
the calendar to coincide with these 
feature hunter weeks. In addition, 
Blenheim EquiSports has been chosen 
to host three World Champion Hunter 
Rider Member Events. 

Andrew Ryback Photography
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Then there is the equitation. 
Ridland is pleased to say that the 
very popular and educational 
American Tradition of Excellence 
Equitation Challenge, presented by 
Whitethorne, LLC is returning in 
June. The baby of Georgy 
Maskrey-Segesman, this provides 
riders the opportunity to be 
critiqued in a two-phase jumping 
event by some of the best hunt seat 
equitation judges in this country.

They will also participate in a 
forum at The Ritz-Carlton, Laguna 
Niguel, where the riders have the 
opportunity to ask questions of the 
judges.  The winning trainer 
receives a $10,000 cash bonus. 

“The feedback we got on 
that was great, and it was 
very exciting for the riders. 
We are indebted to 
Georgy for her passion

to not just come up with 
the concept, but to put in 
all the work. She leaves 
no stone unturned.”

This season Blenheim EquiSports will 
once again host the Markel 
Insurance Jumper Series, and a 
Championship for the Young 
Jumpers and Young Hunters. During 
each show week the young horses 
will get to jump for free in their 
respective division and in a prize 
money classic. Finally, Blenheim has 
once again been chosen by the 
CPHA, PCHA, USHJA and the USEF 
to play host to 16 national and 
regional championships ranging 
from the USHJA Pony Hunter Derby 
West Coast Championships to the 
Platinum Performance USEF Show 
Jumping Talent Search Finals West, 
to the Show Jumping Hall of Fame 
Junior Amateur Jumper West Coast 
Conference Finals and more.

McCool Photography
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Home
   & Barn

American Stalls
Our selection of high quality horse stalls 

provide functionality, security, and peace of 
mind to commercial facilities.”

www.americanstalls.com

STX Vans
European Style, Built On a American Ram 
Chassis, The Finest in Horse Transportation

“Don’t Just Dream It, Drive It!”
www.stxvans.com

GGT-Footing
Offers dust free footing, Butter�y Matting systems and 
arena conditioners  to help keep your arena in top shape!
www.ggt-footing.com

Classic Equine
Our expansive selection of 
high quality horse stalls 
provide ultimate function, 
security and luxury.
www.classic-equine.com

Charco Design & Build 
Specializes in high-quality 
remodels and custom build 
projects. From concept to 
turnkey completion.
www.charcodb.com

 Fashion & Beauty  Fashion & Beauty  Fashion 
& Beauty  Fashion & Beauty  Fashion & Beauty  
Fashion & Beauty  Fashion & Beauty  Fashion 
& Beauty  Fashion & Beauty  Fashion & Beauty  
Fashion & Beauty  Fashion & Beauty  Fashion 
& Beauty  Fashion & Beauty  Fashion & Beauty  
Fashion & Beauty  Fashion & Beauty 

Fashion 
   & Beauty

Cavalleria Toscana
A technical approach to tradition.  
Performance fabric with un-paralleled 
�t and attention to detail. Offered on 
marystack.com with unique items 
available in store.

The Tailored Sportsman
ailored Sportsman has set the 

standard in and out of the show 
ring for years.  Their iconic breech-

es and modern �t protective long 
sleeve tops are must haves for all 

riders. Shown – IceFil Long Sleeve 
Top $69.99 at marystack.com

Kastel
Kastel has quickly found its 
way into the wardrobes of 

many sun-smart equestrians.  
Light weight, �attering, and 

available in many color 
combinations.  Shown – Kastel 

Shirt starting at $74.99
marystack.com

Samshield Helmet
Wildly popular with equestrians who appreci-

ate outstanding safety, great �t, and a sleek 
streamlined look. Shown – Custom Shadowmatt 

pricing available in store only. Helmets & 
apparel available at marystack.com

Ariat
World known for quality, 
durability, and innovation, 
Ariat offers technical tall 
boots, paddock boots, half 
chaps, breeches, tops, jackets 
& accessories. Shown – Ariat 
Sunstopper Protective Shirt 
starting at $49.99.
marystack.com
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Dy’on
Each Dy’on half chaps is manufactured 

by hand in our workshop in Belgium. 
You can choose to customize your half 

chaps as you want.
www.dyon.be

Performance, Tack & Saddlery Performance, 
Tack & Saddlery Performance, Tack & 
Saddlery Performance, Tack & Saddlery 
Performance, Tack & Saddlery Performance, 
Tack & Saddlery Performance, Tack & 
Saddlery Performance, Tack & Saddlery 
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Fleeceworks
Sheepskin Halfpad with Perfect 

Balance Technology and Rolled Edge, 
inserts for custom �t, starts at $245, 

custom colors available.
 www.�eeceworks.com

Ogilvy Equestrian
Products have been designed 
and produced to ensure 
maximum protection, comfort, 
and equilibrium for both the 
horse and rider.
www.ogilvyequestrian.com

Butet
Manufactures one of the 

world's most exclusive ranges 
of handcrafted, custom-made 

competition saddles. 
www.butet.fr

Haven
A new unique feed for all horses and 
ponies to help them with digestive 
problems or stomach ulcers. 

Blended with a special cocktail of sodium 
bicarbonate, calcium carbonate, magnesi-
um and additional probiotics to sooth the 
stomach and neutralise excess acid. 
www.havenshorsefeedusa.com
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Ocala Horse Properties
2780 NW 77th Ave Rd, Ocala, FL

30 acres, Wordley Martin 150' x 260' Profesional Arena
Located directly adjacent to the World Equestrian Center

Offered at $6,750,000
www.ocalahorseproperties.com

Equestrian Real Estate Group | Compass
Creek Hollow Ranch | Ramona
Commercial Equestrian Center

350 Acres | 6 Legal Parcels | "O" Animal
Designator | 3 Residences | 9 Arenas

www.equestrianre.com

Otomi
Otomi Residencial, San Miguel de Allende, Mexico. 

Its good taste and details are expressed in every 
model of these Villas, Club house, common areas 

and the Equestrian Center.
www.otomi.mx

Sean Caddell
12843 Caminito Del Canto | Del Mar, Ca 92014
Coastal farmhouse chic located in Del Mar just a 
short walk to Torrey Pines beach, coffee shops, and 
restaurants.
Offered at: $1,399,000
www.seancaddell.com

Equestrian Real Estate Group | Compass
Bear Valley Retreat | Escondido
33.38 Acres | 200' x 100' Arena | 9 Stalls
4 Residences | 2 Wells | 120 Avocado Trees
800 Valencia Orange Trees | 1/4 Acre Lilac Flowers
www.equestrianre.com
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